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Presteigne  Urban  District  Council 


Annual  Report  of  the 
HTedical  Officer  of  Health 

(Incorporating  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Warden  Court, 

Presteigne. 

November,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Presteigne  Urban 
District  Council. 


Madam  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the 
health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
December,  1949. 


It  is  with  pleasure  I have  to  record  the  continued 
good  progress  on  the  Silia  Housing  Estate  and  this 
progress  has  relieved  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  in 
the  district,  but  the  age  of  the  cottage  property,  together 
with  the  lack  of  maintenance  during  the  war  years  still 
leaves  more  houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation  and 
incapable  of  being  made  so  fit  (at  a reasonable  expense) 
tiian  should  be  permitted  in  a district  of  this  type.  It  is 
appreciated  that  the  low  rent  income  from  the  cottage 
property  is  no  incentive  to  owners  to  renovate  the  unfit 
dwellings,  even  if  grants  on  a liberal  scale  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949  were  made. 

i Although  the  raw  water  from  the  collecting 
chamber  is  still  of  a poor  bacteriological  quality  I am 

^ ot  t^at  thf  Watfr  Cl0mpany  is  stiH  maintaining 
chlorination  and  samples  of  water  going  into  supply  are 

found  to  be  of  a satisfactory  quality. 
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During  the  year  under  review,  I was  pleased  to 
note  that  your  Surveyor  had  been  instructed  to  clear  up 
the  refuse  dump  and  the  work  thereat  has  been  a great 
improvement,  but  as  is  appreciated  there  is  still  more  to 
be  done.  I am  advised  by  your  Surveyor  that  the 
character  of  the  Town’s  refuse  is  such  that  covering 
material  is  scarce  and  the  supply  of  covering  material 
from  the  housing  site  has  been  considerably  reduced  with 
the  result,  that  the  refuse,  although  disposed  of  as 
hygenically  as  possible,  still  lacks  suitable  cover,  but 
commendable  efforts  have  been  made  with  the  poor 
material  available. 

The  sewage  disposal  arrangements  still  leave 
much  to  be  desired  but  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
direct  flow  of  crude  sewage  into  the  River  Lugg  at  Broad 
Street  has  been  considerably  reduced.  I understand 
your  Engineer  and  Surveyor  is  endeavouring  to  prepare 
a scheme  but  is  hampered  by  pressure  of  routine  work 
and  further  the  complete  lack  of  essential  information 
means  he  has  had  to  start  from  scratch  and  compile 
information  which  should  have  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  Council.  This  preliminary  information  takes  a long 
time  to  prepare  and  when  available  should  be  ol  consider- 
able use  to  the  Council. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  your 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Jolliffe) 
for  his  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  JAMES  WALKER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  R.  James  Walker,  M.B.,  Ch.B 

(Cantab). 


Engineer,  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector 


J.  H.  M.  Jolliffe,  A.M.l.San.E., 
A.M.Inst.B.E.,  C.S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A., 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) 

... 

2718 

Population 

. . . 

1154 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

... 

452 

Rateable  value  of  the  area 

... 

£4003 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate  ... 

... 

£16 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL 

THE  YEAR. 

STATISTICS 

OF 

M 

F 

T 

Live  births  (legitimate) 

9 

10 

19 

(illegitimate) 

1 

1 

Still  births 

1 

1 

Deaths 

13 

5 

18 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
Infantile  mortality  rate 
Birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  Pop.) 

Still  birth  rate  (per  1,000  live 
and  still  births) 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  of  Pop.) 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Nil 

O'OO 

17’33 

47’62 

15-59 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

Cancer 

2 

1 

Iutra-crauial  vascular  lesions 

1 

Heart  disease 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

Nephritis 

I 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

All  other  Causes 

2 

1 

Total  All 

Causes 

13 

5 

Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for 

THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  Laboratory  facilities 
are  available  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Hereford.  J ’ 


CLINICS:  Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional 

Hospital  Board  schemes  a Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held 

month  hirehal1’  Presteigne  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  each 
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Section  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the  AREA. 

WATER.  The  water  supply  is  derived  from  a spring 
collecting  point  and  distributed  by  the  Presteigne  Water 
Co.,  Ltd.  Although  raw  water  samples  are  still  showing 
pollution,  chlorination  is  ensuring  a satisfactory  standard 
of  water  going  to  supply. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE:  The  sewerage 

system  although  old,  is  functioning  reasonably  satis- 
factory but  the  outfalls  are  still  causing  slight  pollution 
of  the  River  Lugg. 

RIVERS  and  STREAMS:  With  the  exception  of  the 

pollution  referred  to  above  no  other  case  under  this 
heading  came  to  light  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL:  The  house  refuse  is  collected 

every  Tuesday  by  a contractor  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Council’s  tip. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  AREA. 
INSPECTIONS 

During  the  year  134  visits  of  inspections  were  made. 

Number  of  inspections  under  the  Housing  an(I 

Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  inspections  under  the  Workshops 

and  Factories  Act 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with 

Water  supplies 

Premises  and  Clothing  (lots)  disinfected 


NOTICES  ISSUED 

Informal 

Statutory 


24 

8 


241 

16 

82 

12 


Defects  remedied 

(a)  Informally  17 

(b)  Statutory  4 

4 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS:  PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 
lHnspections  for  purposes  as  to  health  (insliiditig  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors^ 
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Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 


o 


Section  D. 

HOUSING:  During  the  year  twelve  houses  were  com- 

pleted and  occupied  under  contract  and  one  by  private 
enterprise  under  licence. 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

DURING  THE  YEAR: 


2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be,  in 

all  respects,  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  48 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

DURING  THE  YEAR  : 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  22 

Number  remedied  by  informal  action  15 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  serving  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 


Section  E. 

INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  : 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts 


91 

92 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
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Section  F. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 

Chicken  Pox 3 

Dysentery  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  4 

Measles  ...  ...  18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis...  1 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION : This  was  trans- 

ferred to  the  County  Health  Department  as  from  the 
5th  July,  1948. 
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